Assessment of valvular regurgitation with Doppler echocardiography.
Echocardiography is routinely performed for the evaluation of valvular regurgitation. Different applications of Doppler echocardiography have been successfully applied to detect and quantify valvular regurgitation. Recent advances in color Doppler made possible the study of the dynamic behavior of the regurgitant orifice and, along with continuous wave Doppler, can provide data on the regurgitant volume and fraction. Doppler echocardiography can also be used to follow serial changes in these hemodynamically important parameters after medical or surgical therapy.